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CONCLUDING REMARKS: ANTHROPOLOGY'S ROLE
IN BUILDING AND SUSTAINING COMMUNITY
COALITIONS

Franmces Dunn BuTrTERFOSS
Coalitions Wark

I have been asked to write this commentary from the joint perspectives of an academic, as
well as a practitioner outside the ficld of anthropology. [ have worked in the field of public
health and, specifically, with developing, sustaining and evaluating community cealitions
and partnerships for health promotion and discasc prevention for over two decades. It is
my distinct privilege to bring this perspective to bear in these concluding comments for
this special issuc focusing on coalitions and partnerships from an anthropological point
of—v'lcw.

Public health professionals often lament that they operate in specific program arcas or
silos. Common knowledge tells them that a varicty of social, cconomic, environmental,
and other factors affect health. Yet, too often, governmental entities work independently
within their own disciplines and the opportunity to bridge resources and cfforts to
[mpl‘cwc hcﬂlth :11'1:[ qu:lh'ty O{'- HFC IS lDSt. EDr cxamplc, thSC wotk_[ng l.rl ChrDﬂiC d.[SCﬂSC
prevention and management concern themselves with specific discases such as diabetes,
arthritis, asthma, heart discase, stroke, and cancer. They do not collaborate well with
CD“C:I.gL[CS thI fCICLlS on Dthcf Chl.'DﬂiC or '\"ﬂCCinC—P 1'ct'cnr:1b]c d.iECﬂ.SCE, abusc :I.ﬂC[ anJCCt,
domestic vielence, substance abuse, or tobacco control. Fortunatcly, this situation is
improving as federal agencies, like the Centers for Discase Control and Prevention
(CDC), have encouraged and funded local and state health departments to integrate
systems of practice and participate in compichensive chronic discasce coalitions. Similatly,
the federal government and its public health agencics are working toward healthicr,
sustainable communities that base their efforts on coalitions of community ageneics and
ofganizations.

It m:lkCS scnsc EC:II' SC:IC.I..:I.] SCiCﬂtiStS :I.ﬂC[ PILI.bJ.lC hcalrh pmf—cssionals to Shﬂ.l'c thc \\"C}Irk Df:
improving health. The social aspects of the community—the networks, political forces,
organizations, and community values—perhaps may have the greatest influence on health
Clnd wcu-bcfng. RCSCﬂrChCrS h:lTC deOnStr:lth thﬂr lD"-V SDCi:ll status :{hd lack Df CDntl’Dl
may have a dircct impact on the biclogical processes that make us more vulnerable to
a widc range of different discases (Syme 2004). Further, for maximum benchit, physical
improvements to a community must be accompanied by improvements in the social
fabric of the community. Syme and Ritterman provide evidence that “no matter how
clegantly wrought a physical solution, no matter how cfficiently designed a park, no
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